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Discussion	
  Group:	
  	
  
Understanding	
  the	
  Relationship	
  Between	
  Risk	
  Information	
  and	
  Risk	
  Decisions	
  

	
  
 
Discussion	
  Group	
  Date	
  and	
  Time:	
  April	
  20,	
  2015	
  2:00	
  -­‐	
  4:30	
   
 
Target	
  Audience:	
  Attendees	
  from	
  the	
  morning	
  workshop	
  “Improving	
  Risk	
  Assessment	
  Through	
  Fire	
  
Behavior	
  Analysis,”	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  other	
  interested	
  parties. 
	
   
Outcomes:	
  

1) Continue	
  discussion	
  to	
  strengthen	
  understanding	
  of	
  what	
  information	
  is	
  useful	
  to	
  line	
  officers	
  in	
  
wildfire	
  decision	
  making. 

2) Develop	
  understanding	
  of	
  what	
  information	
  line	
  officers	
  would	
  find	
  useful	
  in	
  scenario-­‐based	
  
training	
  for	
  decision-­‐making. 

3) Identify	
  strengths	
  and	
  weaknesses	
  in	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  WFDSS	
  for	
  training	
  and	
  research	
  on	
  decision-­‐
making.	
  

4) Identify	
  best	
  practices	
  in	
  using	
  WFDSS	
  for	
  research	
  and	
  training.	
  
	
  

 
Discussion	
  Group	
  Overview:	
  	
  
As	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  risk	
  decision	
  research	
  project,	
  Dave	
  Calkin	
  and	
  his	
  research	
  assistants	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  continue	
  
the	
  discussion	
  from	
  the	
  morning	
  Workshop	
  “Improving	
  Risk	
  Assessment	
  through	
  Fire	
  Behavior	
  Analysis.”	
  
The	
  research	
  project	
  has	
  two	
  primary	
  objectives:	
  
	
  

1) Understand	
  the	
  relationship	
  between	
  risk	
  information	
  and	
  risk	
  decisions	
  
2) Evaluate	
  the	
  efficacy	
  of	
  WFDSS	
  as	
  a	
  tool	
  for	
  scenario-­‐based	
  research	
  and	
  training.	
  

	
  
The	
  second	
  phase	
  of	
  the	
  research	
  project	
  will	
  be	
  targeted	
  at	
  line	
  officers,	
  and	
  developing	
  an	
  
understanding	
  of	
  line	
  officer	
  needs	
  for	
  risk-­‐decision	
  research	
  and	
  training	
  will	
  improve	
  both	
  the	
  research	
  
project	
  and	
  future	
  training	
  in	
  risk	
  decisions	
  for	
  line	
  officers.	
  As	
  follow-­‐up	
  to	
  the	
  morning	
  workshop,	
  the	
  
discussion	
  will	
  continue	
  exploring	
  information	
  needs	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  creating	
  effective	
  risk	
  scenarios	
  
for	
  use	
  in	
  research	
  and	
  training.	
  We	
  will	
  also	
  discuss	
  the	
  potential	
  of	
  the	
  Wildland	
  Fire	
  Decision	
  Support	
  
System	
  (WFDSS)	
  as	
  a	
  training	
  and	
  research	
  platform—much	
  has	
  been	
  learned	
  recently	
  as	
  individuals	
  and	
  
groups	
  base	
  training	
  and	
  example	
  scenarios	
  on	
  WFDSS	
  Training	
  incidents,	
  and	
  the	
  exchange	
  of	
  lessons	
  
learned	
  and	
  best	
  practices	
  will	
  strengthen	
  future	
  WFDSS-­‐based	
  efforts.	
  
	
  
Format:	
  Facilitated	
  discussion	
  group	
  
	
  
Conference	
  Registration:	
  	
  Registration	
  is	
  not	
  required	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  Monday	
  workshops.	
  
Conference	
  registration	
  is	
  required	
  if	
  you	
  plan	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  any	
  other	
  sessions	
  during	
  the	
  
conference.	
  https://inawf.memberclicks.net/registration 
 
For	
  questions	
  regarding	
  the	
  workshop	
  you	
  are	
  welcome	
  to	
  contact	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  discussion	
  group	
  
coordinators:	
  Dave	
  Calkin	
  (dcalkin@fs.fed.us)	
  or	
  Mary	
  Taber	
  (mtaber	
  @firenet.gov).	
  	
  
 


